
and the gross appearances of the lesions are quite dis-
tinctive and characteristic, while at the same time the
histology of the lesions is peculiar and distinctly different
from that of cutaneous carcinoma, tuberculosis and
syphilis. The history of blastomycetic dermatitis shows
that attention was first called to its occurrence in

icago by pathologists whose interest was arrested pri-
marily by the distinctive histologie peculiarities of the
lesions. Now the situation of the organisms in the cu-
taneous lesions, often away from the surface, and their
relations to the well-known miliary abscesses, speakstrongly, against accidental presence, while the absence
of tubercle bacilli, as shown best by negative results
rom inoculation of guinea-pigs, serves to exclude defi-

nitely at least tuberculosis. And then the development.
01 generalized blastomycosis with massive accumulations

blastomycetes in the lungs and elsewhere demonstrates
urther their pathogenic importance, as well as the

eventual seriousness of the disease.
 finally, wo have Evans' case of undoubted accidental

inoculation to still further clinch the matter. The fact
that the disease in this case described by Evans seems
to be localized in the skin, while the source of the infec-
tion was a general blastomycosis, resembling greatly the
so-called protozoic disease of Posadas, Wernicke, Rix-
ord and Gilchrist, would go to strengthen the claim ad-

vanced by Rickctts3 that the "protozoic disease" is a

manifestation of the same infectious process as blastomy-
cetic dermatitis.

AN ENDOWMENT FOR MEDICAL EDUCATION.
Some months ago we announced a professional gift

to the medical department of the University of
Chicago\p=m-\Rush Medical College\p=m-\byMr. Rockefeller.
Representations had been made to Rockefeller of the
needs of the institution if it is to carry out the ideals
in medical education that its friends desired, the nec-
essary amount being put at $7,000,000 to $10,000,000.
Mr. Rockefeller then made his offer to give the required
amount provided $1,000,000 was raised by Chicago.July 1, 1903, was set as the date at which the moneyshould be raised. On Tuesday the committee havingthe matter in charge unofficially represented that the
million dollars had been raised. Few realize what this
means to medical education of the United States. It is
of national interest, for it means a long step forward,
and one that will affect the medical education of the
United States. It is not Chicago only, but the whole
country that will profit; it is not the medical depart-
ment of the University of Chicago alone, but all medical
educational institutions that will feel the impetus and
be benefited.

SOIL NITRIFICATION AND MOSQUITOES.
The extinction of malaria is one of the great medical

questions of the day, and it is only natural that active
minds should constantly find new points bearing on this
subject. One of the latest suggestions is that given byDr. Arthur R. Waddell in the Lancet, June 6. In experi-

3. Journal of Medical Research, 1902, vi, No. 3.

ments on the destruction of mosquitoes and mosquito
larv\l=ae\he was impressed with the observation that very
minute quantities of ammonia were decidedly fatal to
these insects. Using strong liquor ammonia as a stand-
ard, a solution of 1 in 4,000 proved absolutely fatal for
mature larv\l=ae\,and a solution so much weaker killed im-
mature larv\l=ae\that he made the calculation that 1 in 20,-
000 or 30,000 would be sufficient to make water uninhab-
itable for them. His experiments indicated that am-
monia is poisonous to mature larv\l=ae\in all its combina-
tions. This suggested to him the fact that the nitrifica-
tion of the soil might be one of the active factors in the
prevention of malaria through its unfavorable effects on
the growth of mosquitoes, and he thought that lie saw
evidence of this in the decrease of malaria under more
scientific cultivation in certain parts of Great Britain.
He attributes this to the enormously increased use of
nitrogenous manures and the cultivation of plants whose
roots give support to nitrifying bacteria, such as clover,
etc. Against this, though he does not mention it, might
be stated the fact that virgin soil is particularly favora-
ble to malaria, though its nitrogen content has not been
exhausted by cultivation, and that malaria in this coun-
try decreases with cultivation, even without a very ex-
tensive addition of nitrogen fertilizers. Still, there maybe something in the author's suggestion, and at least it
is worthy of consideration.

A HOUSE ENDEMIC OF MALARIA.
An interesting example of the mosquito origin of

malaria is furnished by a house endemic reported by
Jancs\l=o'\.1 It seems to explain how fresh cases may oc-

casionally spring up in winter, aside from the well-rec-
ognized relapses. In November and December, with ice
and snow on the ground, there occurred in the hospital,
both among the patients and the staff of assistants, nine
cases of malaria, recognized as such by the clinical be-
havior and by the detection in the blood of the parasites,in every case those of the estivo-autumnal variety. The
explanation of this occurrence, unusual for the time and
place, was found in the fact that a few days before the
cage containing several specimens of anopheles that had
been experimentally infected with this variety of plas-
modium was overturned accidentally, the mosquitoes es-

caping, but not, as was thought at first, being destroyed
by the cold. As was later discovered, the insects had
sought out wards and rooms that, while not as warm as
the incubator temperature they had left, still enabled
them to live, and to bite several patients ill of diseases
other than malaria, as well as several well individuals,
among whom was Dr. Jancsó himself. The culprits were
found, and several were examined, showing the sporo-
zoites that had developed from the previous experi-
mental feeding. Dates, clinical features, microscopicfindings in the blood and in the mosquitoes arc all care-

fully given, so that the proof seems conclusive that the
origin of this house epidemic certainly lay in the bites
of the twenty escaped and infected anopheles. This out-
break of malaria in winter, at a time when mosquitoes
are supposed to be dead or hibernating, is, therefore, no
argument against the mosquito theory, as some would

1. Jancs\l=o'\: Deutches Archiv f\l=u"\rKlinische Medicin, Bd. lxxvi,
p. 474.
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